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based on place, people, projects,
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Challenging students with a place-
based curriculum that’s rigorous but
flexible.

Engaging them with local learning
that’s tied to our community and our
landscape.

Nurturing curiosity and creativity while
strengthening core skills and setting
high standards of intellectual rigor.

Building the 21st century skills of
communication, collaboration, leader-
ship, teamwork, innovation, and critical
thinking our young people will need to
succeed in a global economy.

A Northwood Charter School
for students in grades 4 through 8.

Place. People. Projects. Performance.
Local learning, community connections,

and real-world relevance.

To learn more
and to request an application,
contact Northwood School

at (715) 466-2297.
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Place

At NorthStar Community Charter School we connect learn-
ing with our local history, culture, landscape, and natural
resources. These place-based links make learning mean-
ingful and relevant.

People

The people in our community are an important resource,
too. They’ll include a team of two to four collaborative
teachers, adjunct faculty, community members and elders,
content experts, and students’ parents and family members.

Projects

Learning will involve courses, seminars, workshops, job-
shadows, projects, inter-school research, symposia, and
global connections. Although some learning will still take
place in the classroom, the Charter will emphasize field
studies, research, and projects.

Performance

Students must demonstrate what they’ve learned. One way
they’ll do that is by presenting project results publicly—not
just to other students, but to members of the community. Al-
though most projects are based on teamwork and collabora-
tion, NorthStar Community Charter School places a strong
emphasis on hard work and individual accountability.

All parents and students should understand

from the very beginning that NorthStar Community

Charter School places great emphasis on hard work,

intellectual rigor, and individual accountability.

For more background, success stories, and research

findings on the pedagogical principles underlying

place-based and project-based learning, visit these

websites:

Northwood School: www.northwood.k12.wi.us
Click on the NorthStar Charter tab.

Wildlands School: www.wildlandschool.net

The website of James Lewicki, the charter school con-
sultant who’s helping us plan the NorthStar Community
Charter: www.coopecology.com.

Promise of Place: www.promiseofplace.org

To learn more about

NorthStar Community Charter School,
and to request an application,
contact Northwood School

at 715-466-2297.

The First Year’s Learning Platforms

Students will learn to apply and integrate skills in the fol-
lowing areas: science, social studies, math, English, writ-
ing, and information literacy.

Forests

These students practice math skills when they learn how a
forester estimates the “stumpage” value of standing timber;
they don’t just read about it, they try it out. They learn
about entomology when they research insects that threaten
our local forests, ecology when they study relationships be-
tween the animals living there, and history when they they
study our area’s rich logging heritage. When they write
their report and illustrate it with photos, they practice or-
ganizing, writing, and information literacy skills.

This is only one example
of a student-designed project.

Forests

Energy Systems

Lakes and Rivers

Culture and Heritage


